



1 : to wait for : AWAIT
2 a : to endure without yielding : WITHSTAND b : to bear patiently : TOLERATE <cannot abide such bigots>
3 : to accept without objection <will abide your decision>

· 1)   Why should we abide in God?

· 

(Matthew 26:41)  41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

· God is the light we are looking for.

(1 John 1:5-6) 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

·  Apart from God, we can do nothing.

(John 15:5) 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

· How do you know what God has for you if you do not abide in Him?
(Jer 29:11)  11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
2)   How can we abide in God?  Practical applications.

· Take a day of rest.  

(Gen 2:2-3) 2 And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.

(Ex 16: 29-30) 29 See! For the Lord has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day." 30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

· Take care of your body, health.

(1 Cor 3:16-17) 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

· Keep God top priority.

   ( Ex 20:3) "You shall have no other gods before Me.”

· Pray, listen and wait on God.

(1John 3: 22-23) 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave *us commandment.

 (John 15:7) 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you* will ask what you  desire, and it shall be done for you.

(Is 40:31) 31 But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount   up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.

· Spend time in the word.

             (Psalms 119:11) 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.

· Practice what is good and do not fill your mind and body with bad things.

(Phil 4:8-9)  8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

(Romans 8:5) 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

· Love and serve people.

(John 15:11) 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

3)  What are the consequences of not Abiding in Christ?

· No Fellowship with God.

(1 John 1:5-10) 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

· Separation from God.
(John 15:6) "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

· No Inheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven.

(Galatians 5:19) Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,* fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders,* drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

4)  What are the Benefits of Abiding in Christ?

· Filled with His Joy.

(John 15:11)  "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.
· Able to do all things.

(Phil 4:13)  I can do all things through Christ which strengthen me.

· Reap a Harvest.
(Gal 6:9)And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
· Be more than a conqueror.
(Rom 8:37)Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
· Perseverance
(James 1:2) My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.

(James 1:12)  Blessed [is] the man that endure temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

· Faith in God gives hope.
(Romans 5:1-5)  Therefore, having been justified by faith, *we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
· You are a new creation.
(2 Cor. 5:17)  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

· You will be delivered.
(Jer 29:12-14)  12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive.
