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Definition of Faith:  trust, active belief (not just believing, acting on it), and hope (trusting something will happen in the future). If you have less hope you have less faith. 

· Like Jesus, you also must at times wait on God to do what He has promised.  God places a promise into your spirit-a promise that He confirms through His Word and through other believers-and you act in obedience to it.  But nothing happens immediately.  And also you wait, hoping God will someday bring the fulfillment of what He has promised you.  But God never intended that we wait in hope, but rather that we wait in faith.

Hope can only say, ‘I hope this happens” or “I am praying for this to happen.”  But if God has really spoken to you, and you are confident of His voice, then you must do more than hope.  You must believe.  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for” (Hebrews 11:1) Faith says, “I know this will happen; I am confident in God.”  Faith knows that the fulfillment of the promise God has spoken has come already- its just a matter of time for it to come to present reality.

Waiting purifies your faith.  So commit yourself to waiting patiently.  Don’t become discouraged when you round a bend and don’t see your fulfillment right away.  It will come.  He makes everything beautiful in its time (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  For now, enjoy the journey.  Revel in the moment and let the waiting stretch your faith.  Enjoy the gifts God has already brought today, and walk in faith for tomorrow. 

*(Exerpt from Alone with God: Biblical Inspiration for the Unmarried by Michael Warden.)
· What is more important? The object you put your faith in or faith itself?

     
The object is more important; you can have faith in many things yet God is the only thing worth having faith in.  He is constant.  Just because you believe in something, it doesn’t mean that that something is true.  Having faith in something doesn’t make it true.  It is the object of our faith that gives credibility to the faith! Both are important.

· What is the difference between external truth and internal truth?

Internal truth: what we believe in our hearts to be true. (Personal)

External Truths: truths in the world and belief in it or now has no effect on it.  It exists no matter what. (Ex. Gravity, death, the world is round, etc.)

· Our duty when dealing with faith is to pursue truth.  Once you find it, believe it.  That is how you find external truths and make them internal truths, which will in turn have an impact on your life!

· Is there absolute truth out there or is it relative?

There are things you can prove to be true or untrue and there are things that are more personal.

Absolute truth: exists regardless of relative or personal truth.  It doesn’t change; it exists outside of ourselves and is objective.

Relative truth: internal truth.

· Law of Non-Contradiction:  “a” cannot equal “non-a”.  There can’t be two absolute truths.  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. John 14:6 NKJV Jesus is the ultimate absolute truth!
· Where does faith come from? So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17 NKJV  
· Why does faith please God?:  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. Hebrews 11:6 NKJV

We are believing and obeying.

· If that is true, why does it come from God’s word and how?
(There is an intimate relationship between faith, God’s word, and prayer.) Prayer is our initial response to His word.  It’s our reply to God.  Our initial step of Faith! 

*Here are examples of the four options people can take regarding the word…

1. Not believing the word, rejecting, and calling God a liar

2. Reading the word and having no interest in responding. (hard heartened)

3. Reading the word, taking God at his word, believe he is and will continue to be there

4. Having the word yet having never read it

*We need to read the word, step out in faith, and then we will see how god is reliable! 

*Faith comes from God’s word because you have to hear it before you can decide what to do with it!


Ex. Abraham didn’t have the bible but he heard God talk to him and responded to Him by having faith.


Ex. When you read an email from someone you hear that persons voice.  The same applies to God and His word, the Bible.

*We need to take him at his word and pray!

· “If you have faith of a mustard seed you can move mountains”, a little bit of faith can go a long way if it is placed in something reliable!

· It is God’s character that backs up his words. He has proven himself reliable.  Giving thanks is an expression of faith because it shows that God has done something and we are thankful for it.

· For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 NKJV
Terms:  

Wages: due payment, what we earn

Sin: anything that displeases or separates us from God, disobedience, transgression

Death: eternal separation from God

Free: no price

Gift: an offering, doesn’t need to be returned, given, can’s be earned

Grace: Receiving something you don’t deserve

Mercy: Not getting what you deserve (God exercised mercy and extends grace to us)

Eternal: never ending

Eternal life: never ending life with our Lord.

· Why did Christ have to die to save us? Why couldn’t he do it any other way? 

Every person is in debt to sin.  Not one of us could save another. God was sinless and the only one ever qualified to forgive others of their sins.  He took the wrath of God for all the sins of the world that have been put on Him.  The only time he was separated from God was when he was on the cross and said, “Why have you forsaken me?”  At that point he died and death = separation from God.  The resurrection is significant because it proved he was who he professed to be.  It proved everything he said was absolutely true.

· He made us alive together with him! (instead of dead and separated)

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Colossians 2:13-14 NKJV


*He has forgiven 100% of our sins…past, present, and future!  They were nailed to the cross.  In theory it only takes one unforgiven sin to disqualify someone from heaven. 


*We bring nothing to the relationship, he brings everything.


*Even though he has already forgiven all our sins, we still need to ask. Just be honest and humble.  When confessing we thank Him for the forgiveness that is already ours instead of asking forgiveness for every individual sin.  If you do ask every time you are not taking Him for His word.  To be more faith filled, thank Him every time!

